Abstract
Research impact is defined by the Higher Education Funding Council of England (HEFCE) as "an effect or quality of life, beyond academia" (HEFCE, 2012 pg 26). Fundamentally impact is the (provable) real 27 world benefits derived from academic research and research expertise more generally. Creating and
28
reporting on the impacts of research beyond the academy is now a regular feature of academic research.
29
However, the underlying knowledge and skills to achieve impact are arguably underexplored. More
30
specifically as yet there is no conceptual framework for the nature of the comprehension necessary to 31 underpin impact practice.
33
Impact is a function of academic knowledge creation, its dissemination to and uptake by non-academic 
73
Researchers are required to report on impacts of research in end of grant reporting to funding agencies (a 74 process similar to RCUK's 'Pathways to Impact' and reporting to the repository Researchfish), but this is 75 subject only to a staff review of the end of grant report. This is not subject to a national peer reviewed assessment process. Thus whilst Canada and the UK align on strategizing impact from the funding stage, mobilising knowledge is key; for the UK, any such processes, whether supported or not, must result in 
83
The emerging focus on impact has created an agenda with operational implications for researchers, 
169
Canadian organizations have also developed impact planning (and hence impact assessment) frameworks.
170
The Canadian Academy of Health Sciences (CAHS, 2009) framework traces the progress from research 171 outputs to improved health and wellbeing and economic and social prosperity in a five stage logic model.
172
The CAHS framework is being operationalized as the research impact planning and assessment Aware of the evidence, understands there is a body of expertise, knowledge and tools which can underpin practice but demonstrates insufficient understanding on how to draw on these in practice. Likely to be able to comprehend at a project (small scale) level Intermediate Engaged Informed by and engaged with the evidence, understands there is a body of expertise, knowledge and tools which can underpin practice and can draw on these prescriptively in practice. Likely to be able to comprehend at a programme (higher order) level Advanced Critical Critical of the evidence, understands there is a body of expertise, knowledge and tools which can underpin practice and is able to (i) synthesize, (ii) critique and (iii) add /extend the evidence base-Likely to be able to comprehend at a strategic and/or systems level roles, the complexity of impact and detail-orientation in operational roles may provide differential profiles 266 within institutional hierarchies.
268

Discussion
269
This paper presents the concept of impact literacy as a schema which aids the understanding of impact 
274
A model is a necessarily simplified description of complex processes such as those in implementation 275 science where research is informing practice or policy (Nilsen, 2015 
